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ROYAL COMMISSION INTO INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSES TO CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE — 
PROGRESS REPORT 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [9.08 am]: I rise to table the government’s 
2021 Progress report on Western Australia’s implementation of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sexual Abuse. In this reporting period the government has continued its substantial progress towards 
implementing the royal commission’s recommendations, with the completion of 16 recommendations. This means 
that at the end of our fourth year in a 10-year implementation program, we have completed 45 per cent of the 
309 recommendations relevant to the WA government. This has included legislation to amend the Children and 
Community Services Act 2004 that introduced wideranging improvements to child protection, including strengthening 
the priority and importance of cultural consultation and connection to family, culture and country for Aboriginal 
children in care; substantial improvements in the care and support offered to young people leaving the care system; 
and expanding Western Australia’s mandatory reporting scheme for child sexual abuse to eight new categories of 
reporter, including ministers of religion. The government also introduced a bill to establish a reportable conduct 
scheme, which was progressed through this place just yesterday. 

I am particularly proud of our work with sector partners to build the evidence base informing responses to harmful 
sexual behaviours and child sexual abuse. We have also continued to deliver on key reforms enacted early in the 
royal commission implementation program, including the administration of the National Redress Scheme and the 
processing of civil claims against institutions where child sexual abuse occurred. In 2021, 749 new applications were 
made by Western Australians to the National Redress Scheme and in the 2020–21 financial year, the WA government 
contributed $42 million to payments made to National Redress Scheme applicants. The Supporting Communities 
Forum also commenced a program of work to support implementation of the National Principles for Child 
Safe Organisations. 

For the survivors and advocates who appeared before the royal commission, we are committed to honouring their 
courage to speak out about the abuse and injustices they experienced in the care of institutions. I thank the Premier 
and my cabinet colleagues for their commitment to ensuring that we do everything we can as a government to heal 
past hurts, protect children now and prevent further harm. I table the report. 
[See paper 1085.] 
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